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the Russian Czar. The behaviour of the prince greatly
surprised me, for at the Russian court such manners were
unheard of. Afterwards when I learned more about Wil-
liam's character, I perceived that his obsequiousness in this
case was in complete harmony with his convictions. He
holds the view that an emperor is a superman. At present.
Prince Henry, his brother, often kisses his hand at leave-
taking in everybody's presence, without embarassing him.
He accepts this sign of respect as his due. . . .
It is noteworthy that when William became Emperor
of Germany (his father, as is known, died from a cancer
in his throat after a few months' reign) the awe with which
Alexander III inspired him at the time when he was young
did not altogether vanish. I recall having heard Emperor
William say that he had been deeply impressed by the
personality of that great Russian Czar. "Yes," he told me
on one occasion, "he was truly an autocrat and an emperor."
Indirectly I came in contact with Emperor William II in
the course of our conflict with Germany which resulted in
the conclusion of the first Russo-German commercial treaty,
in the year 1894. Briefly stated, the history of that clash
is as follows: With a view to exploiting us economically,
the German Government imposed prohibitive duties on
goods imported from our country, especially raw materials,
thus considerably affecting our agricultural industry. We
retaliated by raising our duties on German exports. Our
resistance, for which I am partly responsible, was so reso-
lute and vigorous, that, after a veritable tariff war waged
by the two countries, Germany had to surrender its scheme
of encroachment and agree to a commercial treaty which
was to a certain extent advantageous to us.
Emperor William's role in this matter was, upon the
whole, conciliatory, especially since it became clear that we
would not yield. It was with his support that Count Cap-
rivi, Minister of Foreign Affairs, succeeded in putting the